Richmond School District Policy Statement Policy #: 333
Parent Rights to District Programs/Activities and Student Privacy

Parent(s)/guardian(s) may inspect, upon request, any instructional material used as part of the
educational curriculum for students. (“Instructional material” is defined as instructional content that is
provided to a student, regardless of format, including printed or representational materials, audio-
visual materials and materials in electronic or digital formats, such as materials accessible through the
Internet. The term does not include academic tests or academic assessments.) In addition,
parent(s)/guardian(s) may deny their child’s participation in certain district educational programs or
activities in accordance with state and federal laws and regulations. Specifically, parent(s)/guardian(s)
may:

1. The parent of a student may, upon request, opt their child out of participation in:
a. Instruction in human growth and development;

b. Instruction in certain health-related subjects (physiology and hygiene, sanitation, the effects of
controlled substances and alcohol upon the human system, symptoms of disease and the proper
care of the body);

c. Any state-mandated achievement examinations.

2. The District shall provide to the parent of each affected student advance notice of the District’s
intent to engage any of the following activities (including notice of the scheduled or approximate
date of the activity), and the parent shall have, at a minimum, the right to opt their child out of
participation in each such activity:

a. Any activity involving the collection, disclosure or use of personal information collected from
students for the purpose of marketing, or otherwise providing that information to others for
that purpose.

b. Any non-emergency, invasive physical examination or screening that is: (1) required as a
condition of attendance, (2) administered by the school and scheduled by the school in
advance, and (3) not necessary to protect the immediate health and safety of the student, or of
other students; except that this paragraph shall not be interpreted to apply to any examination
or screening that is required or expressly authorized by state law.

c. Any survey that contains or reveals information concerning any of the following:
political affiliations or beliefs of the student or the student’s parent;
mental or psychological problems of the student or the student’s family;
sex behavior or attitudes;
illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating or demeaning behavior;

critical appraisals of other individuals with whom students have close family
relationships;

legally recognized privileged or analogous relationships such as those of lawyers,
physicians and ministers;

religious practices, affiliations or beliefs of the student or student’s parent; or

income, other than that required by law to determine eligibility for participation in a




program or for receiving financial assistance under such a program.

If the District intends to require students to participate in any survey, analysis or evaluation
that would reveal information concerning any of the eight protected-information categories
above, and if the activity in question is funded in whole or in part by any program of the
U.S. Department of Education, then the District shall first obtain the affirmative, written
consent of a parent for the student’s participation.

District staff shall take additional precautions to protect student privacy when engaging in any
of the above-mentioned activities in accordance with established procedures.

3. Upon request to the District, the parent of a student may inspect:

a. Any instrument used in the collection of personal information from students for the purpose of
marketing, or otherwise providing that information to others for that purpose.

b. Any survey the District intends to administer or distribute to students that contains or that
would reveal information in any of the eight protected-information categories listed within this
policy, above.

c. Any survey created by a third party (regardless of content) before the survey is administered or
distributed by a school to a student.

d. Any instructional materials (exclusive of tests or assessments) used as part of the educational
curriculum for the student, which shall be interpreted to include, for example, (1) the
curriculum and instructional materials used in any human growth and development
instructional program; and (2) the instructional materials used in connection with any survey,
analysis or evaluation (including any research or experimentation program or project designed
to explore new or unproven teaching methods) that is funded in whole or in part by any U.S.
Department of Education program.

Parents shall make any of the above requests regarding inspection of materials or student
participation in certain activities in writing to the building principal or his/her designee. Other
parent requests dealing with student participation in other curricular, instructional or programmatic
activities that are not expressly identified in this policy may be made in the same manner. All
requests will be judged individually and shall be based upon any applicable state or federal
requirements or guidelines. The principal or his/her designee shall respond to such requests in a
timely manner.

For purposes of this policy, the terms “survey,” “parent,” “invasive physical examination,” and
“personal information for the purpose of marketing” shall be defined as those terms are defined
(including applicable exceptions) in the federal Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA).

The District shall inform parents of this policy and related procedures annually at the beginning of
each school year. Any changes to this policy shall be made in consultation with parents of students.

Legal References:
Wisconsin Statutes

Section 118.01(2)(d)2.c [student exemption from certain health education activities]
Section 118.019 [human growth and development instruction]



https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.01(2)(d)2.c.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.019

Section 118.30(2)(b)3 [parental right to excuse child from taking state-mandated assessments in
grades 4, 8, 9, 10 and 11]

Federal Laws

20 U.S.C. 81232h [Protection of Pupil Rights Provision of General Education Provisions; student
privacy policies required and other privacy and parent’s rights mandates]

20 U.S.C. 87101 [parent consent generally required for children to participate in certain
federally-funded activities involving mental-health assessments or services;
prohibition on mandatory prescriptions for medication]

34 C.F.R. Sections 98.3 and 98.4 [U.S. Department of Education Regulations; last issued/revised under
prior versions of the PPRA]
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